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(409) 770-0722
NEWS

FROM THE
Artist Boat and The National Fish and Wildlife Foundation 
Shell Marine Habitat Program Grant

For Immediate Release



PLEASE DO NOT PUBLISH AFTER
May 2012

For more information, contact:

LuAnne Ashley at (409) 770-0722 or lashley@artistboat.org 

WANTED: Volunteers, community members, educators, organizations, or institutes to assist with the Upper Texas Coast Dune Restoration and Outreach Project 14 acres / 10 miles of dune restoration 
Interested schools, groups of adult learners, non-governmental agencies, universities, organizations needing outdoor activities focused on environmental education and restoration between now and March 15, 2012 please contact LuAnne Ashley, Director of Education.  Artist Boat will serve county parks, public beaches, private landowners, and city parks with high need for dune restoration.  A primary goal is to assist with restoring dunes damaged by hurricane Ike.  
Galveston, TX – Artist Boat was awarded $70,994 from the NFWF Shell Marine Habitat Program in January of 2011.  This grant will result in the planting of 14 acres or 10 miles of sand dune habitat on Follet’s and Galveston Island through an outreach program with 4th through Gray participants.  Artist Boat will partner with the Brazoria County Parks Department, the US Fish and Wildlife Coastal Program, Texas Master Naturalists, and area elementary and high schools to deliver 88 restoration events and two larger restoration events.  A primary objective of the Shell Marine Habitat Grant is to increase essential habitat for species that are endangered or are highly migratory in the Gulf of Mexico.  This grant will assist in re-building dunes that are vital to the most endangered sea turtle on earth the Kemp’s Ridley Sea Turtle, stabilizing the beach utilized by highly migratory shorebirds, and local species that rely on the dune for nesting like the Wilson’s plover.  
Artist Boat is a non-profit organization dedicated to promoting awareness and preservation of coastal margins and the marine environment through the disciplines of the sciences and the arts.

Shell Marine Habitat Program is a cooperative effort between Shell and the National Fish and Wildlife Foundation to create a fund for conservation of the Gulf of Mexico marine and estuarine environment.

