World Oceans Day Festival
Inspiration and education through unique coastal experiences

Artist Boat was founded in 2003 as a 501(c)(3) with the purpose of protecting our Gulf
Coast through land conservation and fun, educational, inspiring adventures that spark
creativity, awareness and action. We want everyone who experiences our Gulf Coast to
value and protect its natural beauty. Since our inception over 100,000 participants have
helped bring 40,000 students to estuaries by kayak, foot, or vessel; created over 50+ public
art works for campuses and communities; conserved over 600+ acres on west Galveston
Island forming the Coastal Heritage Preserve and creating a place for the future Gulf Coast
Environmental Education Center; restored over 50 acres of dunes and prairies to assure
recovery of these ecosystems following Hurricane Ike; formed the Bucket Brigade
comprised of a Marine Debris Task Force, interpretive tours, beautified buckets for trash,
recycle centers, and more on Galveston beaches; and provided a 1,000+ teachers with
professional development and place-based curriculum for the classroom.

Stewart Beach

Named one of the “10 Best Beaches for Families” by Family Vacation Critic in 2013, Stewart Beach is
Galveston's premier family beach park. Located where historic Broadway Avenue meets the Seawall,
Stewart Beach offers plenty of amenities for a day at the beach as well as regular supervision of
highly trained lifeguards. The park is home to a pavilion, concessions, restrooms, showers, chair and
umbrella rentals, beach volleyball courts, and more. Alcohol is not permitted at Stewart Beach.

Fact Sheet: Plastics in the Ocean
1. About 8 million metric tons of plastic are thrown into the ocean annually. Of
those, 236,000 tons are microplastics – tiny pieces of broken-down plastic
smaller than your little fingernail
2. There are five massive patches of plastic in the oceans around the world. These
huge concentrations of plastic debris cover large swaths of the ocean; the one
between California and Hawaii is the size of the state of Texas
3. Every minute, one garbage truck of plastic is dumped into our oceans
4. The amount of plastic in the ocean is set to increase tenfold by 2020
5. By 2050 there will be more plastic in the oceans than there are fish (by weight
6. Plastic is found in the ocean as far as 11km deep, meaning synthetic fibers have
contaminated even the most remote places on Earth
7. Many marine organisms can’t distinguish common plastic items from food.
Animals who eat plastic often starve because they can’t digest the plastic and it
fills their stomachs, preventing them from eating real food
8. The likelihood of coral becoming diseased increases from 4% to 89% after coming
in contact with marine plastic. It also damages the skin of coral, allowing
infection[9]. Coral reefs are home to more than 25% of marine life.
9. There is more plastic than natural prey at the sea surface of the Great Pacific
Garbage Patch, which means that organisms feeding at this area are likely to have
plastic as a major component of their diets. For instance, sea turtles by-caught in
fisheries operating within and around the patch can have up to 74% (by dry
weight) of their diets composed of ocean plastics.
10. Many fish humans consume, including brown trout, cisco, and perch, have at one
time or another, ingested plastic microfibers.
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